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DAHOBIT  stands for Internat ional  Day Against 

IHomophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia. This is 

an annual celebration that falls on the 17th of May which was 

established in 2004 to draw attention to the violence and 

discrimination that LGBTIQ communities continue to experience 

around the world. In 2009, Transphobia was added to the title, and 

the acronym IDAHOT became popular. Later on Biphobia was 

added and the acronym IDAHOBIT is becoming more popular. 

IDAHOBIT brings attention and awareness to the fact that 

homophobia, biphobia, interphobia and transphobia are still very 

real problems for many people.

We live in countries where LGBTI+ are accepted and in others they 

are not accepted, even though LGBTI+ people are accepted in 

other countries they still face homophobia, biphobia, interphobia 

and transphobia. It is a worse scenario when it comes to countries 

where the existence of LGBTI+ people is not recognised at all, they 

face daily discrimination which at times goes as far as murder. This 

is where IDAHOBIT comes in, to coordinate international events 

that raise awareness of LGBTI+ rights violations and stimulate 

interest in LGBT rights work worldwide. It then turns to provide an 

opportunity to take action and engage in dialogue with the media, 

policymakers, public opinion, and wider civil society. Countries still 

criminalize same-sex relationships, which means that millions of 

gay, lesbian, and bisexual individuals are unable to live their lives 

openly. IDAHOBIT is frequently used as a platform for organizing 

initiatives to advance the fight for the rights of LGBT+ groups in 

many countries, even in those in which homosexuality is 

criminalized.

This year's theme is “Together: Resisting, Supporting, Healing” 

which is reminding LGBTI people of the value of reclaiming their  

rights, showing them that their existence matters and confront 

homophobia, biphobia, transphobia, and interphobia, standing in 

solidarity across borders, and cherishing their existence. Most 

LGBTI+ people have normalized all sort of violence they face, they 

are exposed to trauma and crises of all sorts, and the global 

pandemic has made it worse, and this gives the LGBTI+ 

community more reasons to advocate for equal treatment. 

Moreover, we need allies people who are not part of the LGBTI+ 

community but who will help in advocating for the community. You 

may not be LGBTQI, and yet support the cause for equality and 

speak out against discrimination.
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Editors Note



May Day
May Day also known as International Labour Day started in 1886 

on the 1st of May when people in the United States of America 

started a strike to fix the working duration to a maximum of 8 hours 

per day. On the 4th of May there was a boom blast Haymarket 

Square Chicago which numerous of people died from and left other 

injured. In respect of those who died, the socialist pan-nation 

organization declered the 1st of May as International Labour Day.   

This day is observed to respect workers, not only that but also to 

respect any form of work or hierarchy position from CEO to 

cleaner. Furthermore, it promotes awareness about the workers, 

the labour and time they invest in different working positions. Some 

countries celebrate a Labour Day on other dates significant to 

them. Workers'' day commemorates the historic struggles and 

gains made by workers and the labour movement.

In the Kingdom of Eswatini this day a high profile parade led by the 

top party civil servants organization, Swaziland National 

Association of Teachers. The parade then ends in SNAT offices, 

this is where workers assemble to discuss workers' grievances; 

high income tax, capitalism, work policies and if they are suitable 

for every worker. They do not only deliberate on work issues, but 

also empower each other on entrepreneurship (establishing and 

growing their businesses), investments and savings. 

There are different themes designed each year to celebrate this 

day. This year, due to the pandemic, the theme for International 

Labour Day was maintaining safety and security at the work place. 

This was basically to encourage workers to keep themselves and 

their families safe from the global pandemic. 

Podcast 
As an organization that strives to be the voice of the LGBTI+ 

community and to give a voice to the LGBTI community for them to 

express themselves, we have decided to do it through the podcast. 

On the rainbow couch, which is an initiative towards 

unconventional engagements with individuals in a bid to raise 

awareness on LGBTI issues. What makes the podcast unique is 

that it's meant to be non-conventional and sets a relaxed mode of 

discussing LBTI+ issues. Moreover, this will also serve as one of 

our advocacy platforms and will help us reach a wider audience in 

the country and abroad. As we all know that on the 17th of May we 

will be celebrating IDAHOBIT, which is International Day Against 

Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia. We need 

platforms us as the podcast so we can be able to have a 

conversation with the public on what such celebrations mean to the 

LGBTI+ community.

We would like to invite all LGBTI+ persons, allies, the 

public to like and subscribe on our YouTube channel 

and also to suggest topics you would like our Podcast 

team to discuss. 

International 
Labour 
Day



A f t e r  b e i n g  b l o c k e d  b y 

homophobic state policies, a Gay 

couple's surrogate baby girls finally 

arrived home in Namibia. For more 

information on this story, visit The 

Other Foundation's Facebook 

page.  

Pride updates 
Pride is the promotion of self-affirmation, dignity, equality and it 

increases visibility of LGBTIQ+  community as a social group. This 

year's Pride is themed Reviving the movement, which simply 

means we are revitalizing the movement, we are growing our 

advocacy for equality and inclusion based on studies we have 

made and evidence we have. Hashtags to support the theme are: 

#TowardsTheFuture, #KnowingNoBonds4Equali ty and 

#Equality4All.  

In 2020 the global pandemic COVID- 19 had put the world to a stop, 

it had seen the world into isolation as means to try and prevent the 

spread of the virus, and hence this deprived the LGBTI community 

to come together physically in celebration of Pride and other 

LGBTI+ events. This year were not quite sure whether we will have 

physical or virtual Pride celebration, as COVID- 19 regulations 

keep on changing overnight.  However, The Rock of Hope 

Eswatini has planned for both physical and virtual Pride. If the 

regulations are still eased then we shall have physical Pride, but if 

we go back to the strict restrictions Pride will be hosted virtual.

All information pertaining Pride 2021 will be posted on The 
Rock of Hope’s social media pages. 

International News Entertainment

Montero Lamar Hill, well-known by his stage 

name Lil Nas X was born April 9, 1999, in 

Lithia Springs, Georgia. Lil Nas X is a 

rapper, singer, songwriter and media 

personality. His rape single 'Old Town 

Road' which was released in 2019 made 

him rise to prominence. From there Lil Nas 

X s ta r t ing  c l imb ing  mus ic  char ts 

internationally and became diamond 

certified by November. 

In early 2019, he came out to his sister and 

father, in his own words '' I felt the universe 

was signaling me to do so'' despite his 

uncertainty whether his fans would accept 

him and stand by him, the last day of Pride 

month he came out Publicly as gay. BBC 

Breakfast invited him to an interview where 

he stated that he was gay and understands 

that his sexuality is not readily accepted in 

the country or rap music. 

Most people responded positively to him 

c o m i n g  o u t ,  b u t  s o m e  g a r n e r e d 

homophobic backlash on social media, to 

which Nas X responded too. Some of the 

backlash came from hip hop singers, 

rapper Pastor Troy made a homophobic 

comment on Nas X's outfit he wore during 

Grammy Awards. Nas X responded ''Dam I 

look good in that pic on god.'’

Homophobic comments did not dime his 

shine as he was the most nominated male 

artist at the at the 62nd Annual Grammy 

Awards, where he ultimately won awards 

for Best Music Video and Best Pop Duo. 

His single 'Old Town Road' earned him two 

MTV video Music Awards and the 

American Music Award for Favourite Hip 

Hop Song. Nas X became the first openly 

LGBTIQ+ black artist to win a country 

Music Association award. His latest song 

video (Call Me by My Name) erupted 

controversy as people said that his agenda 

is to encourage devil worshipping. The 

video features him sliding down a pole to 

hell and giving the devil a lap dance.

Lil Nas X he created this video hoping to 

further normalize queerness he also 

alluded that he knew people would think he 

is pushing an agenda, ''The truth is, I am 

pushing an agenda, but the truth is, I am. 

The agenda to make people stay the f*** 

out of other people's lives and stop 

dictating who they should be.''  


